[Lung function in singers].
With the intention of conducting a more comprehensive study among students at the Department of Music, University of Oslo, a pilot study was carried out at the Clinical-physiological laboratory, Ullevål Hospital, in the 1970s. The author briefly reviews earlier studies, and compares their findings with those of the pilot study. There seems to be no difference between experienced and non-experienced singers as regards lung capacity, but the ratio residual volume/total lung capacity is much smaller for experienced singers, compared with non-experienced singers. Experienced singers seem to achieve more efficient use of pressure and air flow.